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The power of paint
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Capitalize on color to transform a room

Staff photo/Darcey Salwak
Choices abound when choosing a type and color of paint. These cans await at Manomet True Value in Plymouth.

Text by Michelle McGlone
MPG Newspapers

ooking for a fast and easy way to change the
entire look of a room? Instant gratification

can be found in a bucket of paint. It’s inexpen-
sive, doesn’t require a lot of fancy tools and nearly
everyone is capable of doing it. And with a little
homework, the average homeowner can produce
professional results.

“Anyone can paint,” said Craig Bardsley, general
sales manager for Factory Paint and Decorating in
Plymouth. “Nowadays, paints are so easy to work
with, it’s almost foolproof.”

The hardest part of the process may be in deci-
phering the difference between finishes, sorting
through the thousands of colors available, not to
mention the hundreds of shades of one color, and
determining whether to use latex or oil-based

paints.

Brushing up on the basics of ‘painting 101’ should
help clear up the mysteries and have you well on
your way to a new and improved room, thanks to a
simple bucket of paint.

The type of paint you use and the finish you chose
is very important. These make a difference in the
way the paint looks, its durability and its mainte-
nance. So before purchasing any paint, first know
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of paints available, next consider the
level of sheen you're after. Keep in
mind that the sheen level not only

walls will be, but, depending which
sheen you choose, can help hide

clean.

“If your walls are in bad shape,
you'd want to use a flat paint, which
doesn’t show imperfections,” Bards-
ley explained.

Then there’s the eggshell or satin
finish, which gives a “softer feel” and
more gloss than flat, and it's also eas-
ier to clean. A semi-gloss finish is
very shiny and durable and it's the
easiest to clean. But it's not very for-
giving if you aren’t the neatest of
painters.

“The glossier the finish, the more
you're able to see any imperfections
or painting mistakes,” Bardsley said.
The highest shine of all is the gloss,
which shows any and all imperfec-
tions. This finish is typically re-
served for trim work and doors; areas
that don’t require much coverage.

Now that you know the ins and
outs of paints and finishes, it's time
to pick a color. This can be easier said
than done. There are thousands of
different shades out there. Even for a
basic white, there are many different
choices.

“We have 150 colors in our
off-white collection,” said Doty
Horn, Benjamin Moore’s director of
color and design out of the compa-
ny’'s New York office. “The key is in
the facts. oil-based paints aren't the best matching the undertones to your en-

Latex and oil-based paints both choice, and have become less popu~vironment. If you have pastel colors,
have their pluses and minuses. lar as people have become more con-you'll want t0"f|nd a white with pastel

Latex, a water-based paint, is the cerned with the environment. urld,ertones. )
most popular form of paint for ceil- “I'd say oil-based paints are going I'd recommend you paint one sec-
ings and walls. It applies easily, dries t0 be extinct in another two years,” tion, then look at it in dlﬁerent"llght;,
fast (three to four hours to dry but Bardsley said. Taking its place may and d|ff_erent times of day,” said
allow three to four weeks to fully De the waterborne paints. Peggy Kiley of Plymouth. In the past
cure) and clean-up is a breeze, it just “Waterbormne paints are very simi- tWo years, this one-time novice
takes soap and water. lar to the oil-based paints but are painter has successfully palgted

Oil-based paint, also called alkyd Water-based,” Bardsley said. “They nearly every room in her home. “Or
paint, goes on smoother and is more are more durable and offer the hard- get three or four paint chips, put
durable than latex. However, €st finish out there. It's the wave of them together and tape them on the
oil-based paints have a strong odor, the future and I'd recommend it over waII,. After looking atit for a while,
take longer to dry and are cleaned up latex or oil-based paints.” you'll know if that's the color you

with paint thinner. Environmentally, ~ Now thatyou know about the types

Bright colors, like the pink used on these walls (see cover photo), can
make a statement when contrasted with white trim. Photo courtesy of
Benjamin Moore.
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“If your walls are in bad shape, you'd want to use
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The glossier the finish, the more you're able to see
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— Craig Bardsley

RFAL ESTATE

2291 STATE ROAD, PLYMOUTH

Offers

has been beautifully maintained and sits on
large 1/2 acre level yard in a fantastic famil
area. Boasting a first floor family room with
wide oak flooring and beamed cathedral ceil
ing, new Title 5 septic system, and just min
utes to Rt. 3, commuter rail, shopping facili-
ties and schools. DonOt miss this special

home.

Visit our website:
www.mulliganre.com
www.plymouthhomes.com

(508)833-1113

OLD COLONY ESTATES

this wonderful 44 foot split entry that

*349,800
CUTE AS A BUTTON!

This dollhouse, complete with picket fence,
offers over 900 sq. ft of living area has just beef]
remodeled. Kitchen with tile floor and granite
counters, new carpets in living and bedrooms
The roof, water heater and electrical are
8 newer. Beach rights too! Move in and relax, the

work has been done already. Now MLS LIST-
| ING. Call today!

¥234,900

To be

FRONT lot. One of the most popular homes,
the ONatalie has been revamped.O Offering
spacious bedrooms, the master suite bein

12x24
Huge

on the first floor. Maintenance free vinyl sid- f#
ing and a rear brick patio. This location offers
the maximum in privacy. CALL TODAY!

built on an incredibly beautiful POND

with a full bath and walk in closet|
22 ft family room. Hardwood and tile

*499,900

115 Court St. (Rte. 3A) Plymouth
1-800-649-SOLD
(508)747-5900

www.chute-payzant.com

—

PLYMOUTH - Open House Sat. 10-1 & Su .

street. Easy access to commuter rail, bus, and major routestown home now available. Walk to everything, churches, i ith Condos presently under construction. Units will consist of 7 ; ; i

rything FreshlyCoIomaI w!th six rooms, three pedrooms, 15 BAmoms‘ 3 bems, 2.5 baths and 1 car gar. Upgraded kitchenquaht_y_ construction by Brenscott lBquers

and open living room with gas fireplace and hard-and haths, hdwd on 1st flr, full basement, central air and vac.Magnificent 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial with 3

ood floors. 1st floor laundry, bright airy kitchen 1?&!;'%02{2’;} Cae|af£1 %Svr}%wmwﬁ%gpdaizwgﬁo CO:dﬂz:éﬁreplaces. Open floor plan with cathedral gatherg

~ i A . | I wntown, ) Ing,

DonOt miss this oneWith lots of counters and great pantry closet. Walkclose tgo commuter rail and bus station.Dir: 16B Hgl?Stgreet

$389,900.

ville Location! Premie|

ing room. Lots of hardwoods and tile. Unfinished
3rd floor walkup. $649,900.




